Church THE WAY
Xtended CRORCH

POSITION PAPER

Last Things

Introduction

The doctrine of last things concerns the final consummation of God’s
purposes in history and eternity. Scripture reveals that human history is
moving toward a divinely appointed conclusion in which Jesus Christ will
fully establish His Kingdom, judge evil, resurrect the dead, and renew
creation.

At Church Xtended, we believe the doctrine of last things must ultimately
produce hope, reverence, holiness, perseverance, and faithful discipleship.

The Christian understanding of eternity is not rooted in fear or speculation,
but in confidence in the sovereign reign of God and the redemptive victory
of Jesus Christ.

This paper outlines Church Xtended’s convictions concerning death,

resurrection, eternal judgment, heaven, hell, eternal life, and the final
restoration of creation.

Physical Death and Eternity
Scripture teaches that physical death entered the world through sin.

Humanity was created for fellowship with God, yet because of the Fall,
death became part of the human condition.

Hebrews 9:27 declares:
“It is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment.”
Physical death therefore is neither annihilation nor the cessation of

existence. Human beings continue consciously beyond death and
ultimately stand before God.
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For believers, death is not final defeat but transition into the presence of
Christ.

Resurrection of the Dead

Church Xtended believes in the future bodily resurrection of the dead.

The resurrection of Jesus Christ serves as both the foundation and
guarantee of the believer’s future resurrection.

Christian hope is therefore not merely spiritual survival after death, but full
resurrection life.

At the return of Christ:

e the righteous will be raised to eternal life;
e and the unrighteous will face judgment.

The resurrection affirms God’s victory over sin, death, and corruption.

Final Judgment

Scripture consistently teaches the reality of final judgment.

God is perfectly holy, righteous, just, and sovereign. Every person will
ultimately give account before Him.

Final judgment reveals:
e the holiness of God;
e the seriousness of sin;
e and the justice of divine judgment.
At the same time, believers are justified through faith in Jesus Christ.

Salvation is grounded not in human merit but in the finished work of Christ.

Those who reject God’s salvation remain separated from Him under
judgment.

The Kingdom of Heaven and Eternal Life
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Church Xtended believes eternal life is found exclusively through Jesus
Christ.

Scripture describes eternal life as:
e communion with God;
e fullness of joy;
e peace;
e worship;
e restoration;
e and the absence of sin, suffering, and death.

The believer’s ultimate hope is not merely escape from suffering, but
eternal union with Christ.

Hell and Eternal Separation

Church Xtended believes Scripture teaches the reality of eternal separation
from God for those who reject His salvation.

Hell reflects both the seriousness of sin and the holiness of God.
While discussions surrounding judgment must be approached with humility
and sobriety, the Church cannot ignore or minimise biblical teaching

concerning eternal separation from God.

At the same time, the Gospel reveals God’s desire that people come to
repentance and salvation through Jesus Christ.

The Church therefore proclaims both:

e the reality of judgment;
e« and the hope of redemption.

The Renewal of Creation

Scripture concludes not with the abandonment of creation, but with its
renewal.

Revelation describes the new heavens and new earth where God dwells
among His people.

The final state of redemption includes:
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e restored creation;

e perfect righteousness;

e eternal worship;

« and the complete removal of death, sorrow, suffering, and sin.

The Christian story therefore moves toward restoration rather than
annihilation.

Living in Light of Eternity
The doctrine of last things should profoundly shape Christian living.
Because eternity is real:

e holiness matters;

e mission matters;

e worship matters;

e discipleship matters;

e and the Gospel matters.

Believers are called to live faithfully, soberly, and hopefully while awaiting
the return of Christ.

The Church must resist both fear-driven sensationalism and spiritual
complacency.

Church Xtended’s Position
Church Xtended believes:

e physical death is not the end of human existence;

e Jesus Christ was bodily resurrected from the dead;

e there will be future bodily resurrection;

e there will be final judgment;

e eternal life is found exclusively through Jesus Christ;

« the Kingdom of Heaven is eternal fellowship with God;

e eternal separation from God is a sobering biblical reality;

e« God will ultimately renew creation and establish His eternal Kingdom.

We believe Christian hope rests fully in the victory, reign, and return of
Jesus Christ.
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Conclusion

The doctrine of last things reminds believers that history is moving toward
divine consummation under the authority of Jesus Christ.

Death does not have the final word. Sin does not have the final word. Evil
does not have the final word.

Jesus Christ will reign eternally.

At Church Xtended, we therefore live with:
e hope in Christ;
o« confidence in the resurrection;
e urgency in mission;

e and anticipation of the coming Kingdom of God.

Our ultimate expectation is not rooted in earthly systems, but in the eternal
reign and glory of Jesus Christ.
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